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The National Christian Council is mildly hopeful 
of results of the Five Year Movement, according to 
the Bulletin of June last. It must be admitted, how- 
ever, that there is no sign of great optimism or 
enthusiasm. There yet remains more than a year of 
the five and there certainly remains also much to be 
done if the declared aims of the movement are to be 
attained. 


No more difficult time for progress in spiritual 
life and ideals could be imagined than the last three 
years. It has been a period of flood, famine, pestilence, 
civil war and foreign invasion, with every kind of 
national unrest and political disturbance. It betokens 
an amazing amount of courage and perseverance on 
the part of the National Christian Council and the 
Christian Church as a whole that they have continued 


to press steadily forward with the programme of 


witness and service in face of such discouraging con- 
ditions. Yet the leaders are right in recognising that 
the very conditions which seem so discouraging to the 
movement are really additional proofs of its necessity. 
As the Internationa! Christian Council states 


“The situation throughout the world....is an 
urgent call to a bolder and more urgent presentation 
of the Christian message. The world is in desperate 
need of regeneration. Christianity calls men to a 
complete conversion of mind and a radically new life. 
We desire to call the churches and missions to 
immediate cooperation in a more earnest evangelistic 
endeavour. Our aim is the personal conversion of 
men to a new life in Christ, to complete surrender to 
God and to new relations of love with their fellow men. 
From a true converrion of heart and mind there must 
follow a new discernment of ways of living that are 
in accordance with the mind of Christ, and a new 
determination to wage war on the evils of society and 


to redress the wrongs of the world.” 


As to the progress of the Movement itself, it is 
reported that many churches have been definitely 
helped and given fresh hope; an advance in evangelism 
is reported and the application of Christian teaching 
to daily life is said to be developing; a wide distri- 
bution of Christian literature has been one of the 
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most fruitful activities of the movement and certainly 
the pressing forward with the campaign for literacy 
among the masses in rural areas has received a great 
impetus. On the whole there is sufficient progress to 
warrant a strong hope and a greater effort during the 
one year and a quarter that remains of the five. It 
is the last lap, the time for a final effort: it is often 
the final spurt which wins the race. 


We are inclined to think that the main emphasis 
now should be placed on direct evangelism. Good and 
right as all other efforts are, having their essential 
place in the complete programme, there is no sub- 
stitute for direct, personal preaching of the Gospel. 
In town and country, on the crowded street and in the 
scattered homesteads of rural areas there are always 
hearers ready to listen. The way is open now in a 
way it was not open when the Five Year Movement 
was launched. The opportunities are greater, the 
opposition has died down. All conditions during the 
remaining year promise to be more congenial than 
during any of the four previous years. Great hopes 
may yet be entertained that when the five years are 
completed the results will not be far short of the goal. 


There is, however, one thing that is scarcely 
likely to be realised. That is the doubling of the 
membership. To begin with, nobody on earth knows 
what the membership of the church was at the begin- 
ning of 1930. Statistics were not available owing to the 
unsettlements and changes during the years 1927 to 
1929. And if those statistics were available probably 
the first step to progress would have been to weed out 
the unsatisfactory members and the names which were 
names only, their owners having left, died or back- 
slidden. In this way the lists would be reduced by a 
large proportion and this is doubtless what has been 
done in many places, with the result that the actual 
numerical membership on paper has been considerably 
reduced. This pruning process is the first essential 
to healthy growth, but it does not for a long time help 
the appearance of the roll. The doubling of the 
numerical membership is certainly likely to follow 
from the cleaning up but it may take longer than five 
years to recover the length of the list. It will most 
certainly be found when the results are made up that 
the numbers have not vastly increased, but if quality 


and stability have been secured it will be a great 


compensation for the disappointment of not seeing the 


numbers doubled, 
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The Executive Meets 


Eighteen members, the majority from outside 
Shanghai, attended the semi-annual Executive Com- 
mittee meeting held in the Community Church, Shang- 
hai, on November 8th and 9th. Notable were the 
absence of Bishop Roots and President Wu Yi-fang, 
engaged in the nationwide united missionary program 
in America. Notable also was the fact that women 
had no voting representative present. Eight secre- 
taries of the Council and eight visitors shared in the 
deliberations. Among the latter Canon S. Gould, 
secretary of the Missionary Society of the Church of 
England in Canada, and Ven. Archdeacon J. N. 
Snowden of the same church on deputation to Honan, 
brought the friendly greetings of their church and 
sympathetic appreciation of the Council’s work. 


Education was represented by President Francis 
C. M. Wei, of Central China University, who spoke 
trenchantly on “Whither is Christian education trend- 
ing?”; by Prof. W. G. Sewell, returning to West China 
Union University at Chengtu, after three years in 
England, latterly serving as Secretary of the United 
Committee of the Christian Universities of China; 
by Dr. C. S. Miao and Miss Alice Gregg, secretaries 
of the National Committee on Christian Religious 
Education; and by Dr. D. W. Lyon, now in China in 
the interests of the Literature Promotion Fund, 
previously referred to in the BULLETIN. 


Kiangsi Project 


The meeting was deeply stirred by the eye- 
witness accounts of Rev. G. W. Shepherd of the nature 
and operations of Communism in the “bandit” areas 
of Fukien and Kiangsi, furnishing a vivid background 
for the careful consideration of the rural rehabilitation 
project proposed for Kiangsi. A very large propor- 
tion of the meeting was devoted to this consideration. 


The Council had been approached during the late 
summer by Christian friends in Kiangsi Province, 
including both General and Madame Chiang Kai-shek, 
with a view to working out plans for a project in rural 
reconstruction of a distinctly Christian character and 
of putting such a plan into effect in some one area in 
Southern Kiangsi formerly under Communist control. 


Much time and thought were given by members of 
the staff during the late summer and early autumn to 
a study of what might prove possible. Among other 
things, Mr. F. L. Chang, N. C. C. Rural Work Secretary, 
and Rev. G. W. Shepherd of the Shaowu Mission of the 
American Board, were sent to Kiangsi to confer with 
local workers and to make proposals as to what might 
be done. They reported on October 3lst to a meeting 
held in Nanchang, at which, by previous arrangement, 
were present a number of the members of the Executive 
Committee and staff of the N. C. C. A plan of action 
was discussed and tentatively agreed upon. The 
nucleus of a Kiangsi Christian Rural Service Union 
was organized by the Methodist and Anglican churches 
and the Kiangsi Y. M. C. A. This will be related to 
the Committee on Rural Life of the N. C. C. in much 
the same way as are the other Christian Rural Service 
Unions in China. The Union, however, is asking for 


considerable help from the Council at the present time 
as it lacks both the technically trained staff and the 
funds necessary to enable it to carry out such a piece 
of Christian rural reconstruction work as is proposed. 


The Executive has given favorable consideration 
to these requests and has agreed to allow F. L. Chang 


to give special help to this particular Rural Service 
Union during the coming months. 


Five Year Movement Conferences 


Approval was given to proposals for a series of 
Five Year Movement Conferences from November of 
this year to the summer of next, and helpful sugges- 
tions were brought by outside members as to appro- 
priate places and methods for these conferences, 


Finances 


The Executive faced seriously the financial situa- 
tion created by decreased income from mission boards 
and cut the year’s budget for the third time below the 
estimates prepared in March by the Finance Com- 
mittee. The total cuts amount to $12,200 or 15.4% of 
the original budget. Members of the Executive Com- 
mittee and staff subscribed $1,500 of the $7,000 needed 
in new subscriptions to pay the obligations of this 
financial year (to March 31, 1934). 


The Executive urged the inclusion of “N. C. C. 
Sunday” in the Five Year Movement Calendar about 
to be issued for 1934, as a method of bringing the 
Council’s work in behalf of the churches regularly 


before the rank and file of the membership. The date 
suggested is February 18. 


Changes in Personnel 


The new appointments of representatives of the 
Church of Christ in China, reported elsewhere, neces- 
sitated changes in the membership of the Executive 
Committee, Rev. Chen Chiu-ching, Miss Margaret A. 
Frame, Mr. 8. C. Leung and Dr. R. J. McMullen being 
succeeded by Rev. Alexander Baxter, Dr. T. C. Fan, 
Rev. K. T. Kao and Dr. Ralph C. Wells. Rev. K. I. 
Kao having become a representative rather than a 
coopted member, Mr. S. C. Leung was elected a coopted 
member of the Council, and a member of the Executive 
and Ad Interim Committees. The Executive had pre- 
viously accepted the resignation of Miss Gertrude E. 
Shao from its membership, and at this meeting elected 
Miss Li Kwan-fang her successor. 


Deputation to India 


The Biennial Meeting in May approved in principle 
the acceptance of an invitation from the N. C. C. of 
India to send a Mission of Fellowship to that country. 
This Executive meeting approved in general plans laid 
before it to bring the project to fruition, referring to 
the Ad Interim Committee further dealing with details. 


A similar invitation from the Foreign Missions 
Conference of North America was received sym- 
pathetically, but it was felt that consideration of such 


a mission would have to wait further developments in 
connection with the India invitation. 


An invitation to send fraternal delegates to the 
meeting of the N. C. C. of Japan to be held November 
14th and 15th was received after the close of the 
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meeting, too late to make arrangements for repre- 
sentation, but the General Secretary was instructed to 
send fraternal greetings and good wishes. 


The Ad Interim Committee was instructed to 
arrange for sending representatives as fraternal dele- 
gates to a Biennial Meeting of the N. C. C. of the 
Philippines at the end of January, 1934, in response 
to the urgent invitation received. 


North China Christian Rural Service Union 


Formal approval was voted to a request of the 
N. C. C. R. S. U. to the Agricultural Missions Founda- 
tion for an annual grant of $2,000 for three years to 
a special rural project in North China. 


Other Matters 


Action was taken on requests from the Interna- 
tional Missionary Council for cooperation in studying 
the trade in narcotics and the traffic in emen and 
children in the Far East. 


Additional members were appointed to the com- 
mittee to deal with the very large number (over 200) 
of essays received in the Timothy Richard Prize con- 
test. 


Mr. L. D. Cio was appointed to represent the 
N. C. C. on the Board of Directors of the Christian 
Literature Society of China. 


The resignation of Dr. C. Y. Cheng as General 
Secretary was received, and the action taken is recorded 
elsewhere. 


The thanks of the Committee were extended to the 
Community Church for the use of the rooms which 
proved very satisfactory for effective work, and to the 
ladies, wives of secretaries and members of the 
Executive, who provided the bountiful tiffins in which 
all those present shared to their personal and social 
profit. 


Date of Next Meeting 


To avoid a conflict with other important church 
meetings, the date of the next meeting was set for 
April 17 and 18, 1934. 


The General Secretary 


The General Assembly of the Church of Christ in 
China, the largest of the constituent bodies related to 
the N. C. C., has honored Dr. C. Y. Cheng by continuing 
him as its Moderator from its formation in 1927. 
During the past six years repeated overtures have been 
made to him by the same body to devote even more of 
his time and energy to this young and growing Church 
by becoming its General Secretary. The Third General 
Assembly at Amoy in October again pressed its 
claims, and unanimously elected Dr. Cheng to this 


position for the coming quadrennium. After consul- 
tation with his family and his associates in the N. C. C. 


he has indicated a favorable attitude toward accepting 
the call. 


In presenting his resignation as General Secretary 
of the N. C. C. to the meeting of its Executive Com- 
mittee on November 8th, Dr. Cheng indicated his 
sincere hope that such a change on his part would be 
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understood merely as a change of his official respon- 
sibilities tending to advance the realization of the 
ideals and purposes of the Council. Aside from con- 
siderations of health and family relationships, he saw 
an opportunity to crown the twenty years (since 1913) 
of leadership in the cooperative services of the Church 
through the China Continuation Committee and the 
National Christian Council, by carrying into the 
leadership of the largest Protestant communion in 
China, that understanding sympathy with the purposes 
of the Council and that broad fellowship with the 
leaders of other communions, which might enable him 
to develop from the inside more effective plans and 
methods of inter-church cooperation. He hoped also 
that this closer identity with the work of the Church 
of Christ would help remove the confusion which exists 
in the minds of many as to the distinction between a 
Church seeking larger organic union through ecclesias- 
tical action and the N. C. C., which is seeking to pro- 
mote that larger spiritual unity and fellowship-in- 
service among Protestant churches and other Christian 
organizations, including those Churches for whom the 


prospects of organic union appear remote, at least for 
the present. 

The Executive Committee of the N. C. C. gave long 
and careful consideration to the proffered resignation, 
not only because of their great reluctance and deep 
sense of loss were Dr. Cheng to retire from the Council; 
but also because they felt that the date at which the 
Church of Christ desires that he take up his new duties 
might seriously affect the successful carrying through 
of the Five Year Movement, in which his participation 
as General Secretary was essential. They voted there- 
fore that they could not accept his resignation, but 
took steps to arrange for consideration with the 
Executive Committee of the General Assembly of the 
Church of Christ of the whole question of his resigna- 
tion. Pending the outcome of these negotiations Dr. 
Cheng continues in his present position, and has been 
in South China with several other members of the 
N. C. C. staff, conducting a series of Five Year Move- 
ment conferences. 


Whither in Christian Education? 


FrRANcis WEI 


Notes of a statement made to the Executive Commitice 
of the N.C. 

Government educators have been telling us that, 
as far as tendencies of Chinese Government educational 
policies go, it is likely that the Christian forces may 
have to retire from the field of primary education 
when the Government finds it possible to take care of 
that field to any considerable extent. Leading Chris- 
tian educators also feel that the Government will 
strictly enforce its regulations in regard to primary 
education. The first step has already been taken in 
the regulations promulgated in December of 1932, 
in confining normal training to Government middle 
schools and normal schools. 


What preparation are the churches making to meet 
this changing situation? Do we want to continue in 
primary education or not? If we do, shall we be 
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satisfied to have teachers all trained in non-Christian 
schools? How many Christian parents would prefer 
Christian primary schools for their children to non- 
Christian schools, other things being equal? Would 
the desire for Christian primary schools for their 
children be strong enough for them to organize 
primary schools under Boards of Directors, consisting 
of Christian men and women? 


Take the present situation. Are our primary 
schools dovetailed in with middle schools? How many 
primary school graduates are going to Christian rather 
than to non-Christian middle schools? If only a small 
percentage go to Christian middle schools, is it or is 
it not a loss to the Christian movement? At the same 
time is it not a matter of grave concern that the 
Christian middle schools are not getting a larger 
proportion of their students from the Christian primary 
schools so as to secure a longer continuous period for 


the pupils to be under influence of Christian institu- 


tion? 


Our general impression is that up to the present 
time parents have been anxious to send their children 
to Christian middle schools for the better teaching of 
English and for the better preparation for entrance in 
the Christian colleges, but, above all, for the better 
discipline maintained in these schools. Normally, we 
should expect that the other schools, particularly those 
of the Government, will be improving in all these three 
aspects. In due course of time, perhaps sooner than 
we expect, they will teach English more efficiently 
than is now the case, give better preparation to their 
pupils for college matriculation, and maintain stricter 
discipline. When that day comes, how many Christian 
parents, not to say other parents, will still desire to 
send their children to Christian middle schools? In 
other words, what distinct contribution in concrete 
terms should we expect the Christian middle schools 
to make to the education of their children? Fifteen 
years from now, let us say, will there be a strong 
enough demand for Christian middle schools to insure 
their continued existence? 


What particularly is the place of Christian educa- 
tional institutions in the Christian movement? What 
would be the loss to the Christian movement in China 
if any of our present schools were to be eliminated? 


And similarly, one may ask: “Whither are our 
Christian colleges going?” Two ways are open to us. 
One is to build such strong universities, regardless of 
their Christian character, as to insure their ability 
to stand on their own feet as do Harvard and Columbia 
in America, no matter what changes may take place 
in the attitude of the Government toward Christian 
institutions. Would the attainment of such a goal be 
enough of an advantage to the Christian movement to 
warrant the heavy expenses of building up such 
institutions with money from Christian sources, pro- 
vided always that we are free to have the teaching of 
the Christian religion tolerated in those institutions? 


The other way would be to maintain small Chris- 
tian colleges with high educational standards and with 
a strong Christian atmosphere, but with a definitely 


limited program, hoping in this way to make a dis- 
tinctly Christian impact upon the educational movc- 
ment in China. These colleges would take care of the 
training of Christian leaders up to the university 
graduation. Research work and post graduate work 
would have to be done in the Government universitics. 
At this stage the student should be mature enough to 
do his own independent thinking. Might there not be, 
however, an imminent danger that such small institu- 
tions would in the course of time be eliminated by 
keen competition with the-strong Government univer- 
sities? What has led to the gradual elimination of 
small Christian colleges in the United States? What 
influence is being exercised by the remaining Christian 
colleges in America? What has been the tendency in 
this respect of Christian institutions of higher learning 
in England? What lessons can we learn from the 
experience of the West for shaping the policy of 
Christian institutions of higher learning in China? 


The Council's Personnel 


The meeting of the General Assembly of the 
Church of Christ in China at Amoy in October made 
radical changes in its representation upon the N. C. C. 
The nucleus of its representation is afforded by 
appointing its Executive Committee, composed of 
representatives of sixteen synods, as representatives 
on the N. C. C., supplementing this with nine cooptions 
from cooperating missions and the executive staff of 
the General Assembly. 


Following is the list of the new appointees, so 
far as determined, in alphabetical order: Alexander 
Baxter, G. S. Bell, Stephen Chen, Chow Shih-kwang, 
R. C. Coonradt, W. B. Djang, T. C. Fan, J. W. Findlay, 
Hsu Sheng-yen, Samuel K. Ing, Kang Teh-hsiang, K. T. 
Kao, A. R. Kepler, Y. 8. Lin, G. W. Shepherd, Y. S. Tom, 
H. F. Wallace, James Watson, Ralph C. Wells, Wu 
Kuo-wei, with four appointments yet to be made. 


Two of these appointees, Rev. Chow Shih-kuang 
and Dr. A. R. Kepler, were previously members of the 
Council, and three others, Mr. Wm. B. Djang, Rev. Lin 
Yu-shu, and Dr. R. C. Wells were alternates, while Rev. 
K. T. Kao was a coopted member of the Council. 


Losses 


We note with deep regret the passing of two 
former members of the Council. Rev. Frank B. Turner 
of the English (formerly United) Methodist Mission 
in North China, was elected a member of the China 
Continuation Committee in 1915 and attended its 
annual meetings in 1916, 1917 and 1918. In 1926 he 
became a member of the Methodist group on the 
National Christian Council and attended the Annual 
Meetings of 1926 and 1929. Upon reorganization of 
the Council in 1929 he became a representative of his 
own church upon it and so continued until his death, 
attending the Biennial Meeting of 1931, but was 
detained in 1933 by the illness which eventuated in his 
death. He was an enthusiastic supporter of the 


Council and cooperated at every point where his help 


was called for. His forty-six years of service in China 
were a notable contribution to the life of the Church. 
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Ren H. C. Jett of Yungchun, Fukien, passed 
away after a brief illness in July. Appointed a 
representative of the Methodist Episcopal Church on 
the Council, he was never able to attend a Biennial 
Meeting. His position at the end was a striking 
illustration of his own ardent desire to promote that 


effective spirit of cooperation for which the Council 


stands. When reduced nesources determined his 
society to withdraw its personnel and support from 
South Fukien, he elected to remair with the church 
which he was serving and to ally himself with the 
English Presbyterians in that district, while seeking to 
bring his people to a new loyalty with the Church of 
Christ in China. 


New Members of the Executive 


Dr. T. C. Fes is one or the Executive Secretaries 
of the Church of Christ in China, of whose staff he has 
been a member since his return from study in America 
in 1929. He attended the Annual Meeting at Hang- 
chow in 1929 and actively assisted in writing the 
present Constitution of the N. C. C. 


Rev. X. T. Keo of the Church of Christ in Moukden, 
was coopted as a member of the N. C. C. at the Biennial 
Meeting in May and was elected to the Executive 
Committee. He now becomes a member representing 
his church. 


Miss Li Kwan-fang, M. A., is one of the staff of the 
Christian Literature Society. She has served recently 
as chairman of the N. C. C. Committee on Christianizing 
the Home, and as a volunteer secretary of that Com- 
mittee during part of the last year. 


Mr. S. C. Lung, Acting General Secretary of the 
National Committee of the V. M. C. A. has been for the 
past two years a representative on the Council of the 
Church of Christ in China, to whose Kwangtung Synod 
he rendered notable service before coming to his 
present position. He now becomes a coopted member. 
He is at present serving as chairman of the Commis- 
sion on Program and Cooperation. He has served on 
the Executive Committee from 1922 to 1926 and since 
1931. He attended the Biennial Meeting in May 1933. 


Dr. Ralph C. Wells, Chairman of the China Council 
of the Presbyterian Church in the U.S.A. (Northern) 
served as a member of the Executive Committee from 
1929 to 1931, and attended the Biennial Meeting of the 
N. C. C. at Sungkiang in May 1933. 


Church of Christ General Assembly Meets 


Some seventy official commissioners of the sixteen 
synods of the Church of Christ in China met in General 
Assembly on the island of Kulangsu, Amoy, for the 
ten days beginning October 20 and ending October 29. 
This was the third General Assembly of the Church's 
history, the first having been held in Shanghai six 
years ago and the second in Canton three years later. 
Fraternal delegates and official representatives of 
various missionary societies brought the total regular 
attendance up to over one hundred persons. 


The careful planning which had been done to 
facilitate prompt and definite action on the many 
questions which came before the Assembly, the 
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efficiency of the Chinese presiding officers in fulfilling 
their responsible functions, the absence of all evidence 
of any racial or sectional prejudices, the spirit of 
harmony and goodwill which pervaded every session, 
the esprit de corps evident from the opening sessions, 
facility in using the kuo-yii, these were among the 
main impressions made by the Assembly on at least 
one of its fraternal delegates. Three-fourths of tne 
voting commissioners being Chinese, and the non- 
Chinese delegates failing actually to take their pro- 
portionate share in discussions, gave the meeting a 
distinctly indigenous color from start to finish. 


Among matters of general interest to readers of 
the Bulletin, actions of the Assembly on the following 
lines may be listed: 


Plans were adopted for a continued promotion of 
the Five-Year-Movement. 


Of special importance was held to be the work 
for youth. All constituent churches were urged to 
encourage the formation of church youth fel ships, 
with their four-fold emphasis on worship, fellowship, 
search for truth and practical service. 


Tentative forms were adopted for such special 
services as those for use at funerals, weddings, 
baptisms, dedication of infants, celebration of the 
Lord’s Supper and the ordination of ministers. These 
forms had been worked out by sub-committees and 
were an attempt to adapt western forms to Chinese 
habits of thought. 


With a view to reducing expenses, it was decided 
that in the future General Assembly shall meet 
quadrennially, not triennially, the General Council 
biennially, and the Ad Interim Committee semi- 
annually. All standing committees of the Church 
were condensed into one, a Committee on the Life and 
Work of the Church, with twenty-four members, made 
up of eight sub-committees of three persons each; the 
Committee as a whole is to meet annually. 


Dr. C. Y. Cheng, who for six years has served as 
the first Moderator of the Church, was unanimously 
elected to become its General Secretary, while the 
Rev. Y. S. Tom, General Secretary of the Kwangtung 
Synod, was chosen to succeed him to the office of 
Moderator. A fuller statement of the bearing of this 
action on the work of the National Christian Council 
will be found elsewhere in this issue. 


Social and Economic News 
from 
The Geneva Office of the IMC 


Opium Advisory Committee of the League of Nations 


“The League Advisory Committee on Traffic in 
Opium and other dangerous Drugs met from May 15th 
to 3lst, 1933. The evidence before the Committee 
permits the conclusion that the Western European 
countries no longer appear to supply the illicit market, 
at least not in quantities of any importance. Given that 
in the past these countries have been the chief sources 
of supply for illicit traffic this result is indeed remarks 
able and very much to the credit of the work of the 
League, and shows the effect of the light of publicity 
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which has been thrown on the illicit traffic from Europe. 
It became, however, also evident that the cleaning up 
of Western Europe—though very important in itself— 
is only the beginning of work the more difficult part of 
which still lies ahead. The centre of illicit manufac- 
ture and traffic has simply been shifted to other parts 
of the earth. Some years ago it established itself in 
Turkey and more recently when the illicit factories 
in Istambul were closed, it shifted to Bulgaria where 
drug factories were opened at Sofia and Radomir. It 
is however probable that the Bulgarian Government 
which has ratified the the 1931 Limitation Convention, 
will soon put an end to this business, if it has not 
already done so. 


A New and Dangerous Situation in China 


Much darker are however the prospects regarding the 
second danger which bas come up, namely the illicit drug 
manufacture in China. For many years China has been 
and still is the victim of international illicit traffic. 
Now, however, in addition to the large quantities of 
manufactured narcotics clandestinely imported into 
China, the manufacture of drugs bas begun in China itself. 
Clandestine factories have been set up in various parts of 
the country. In view of the political situation within China 
and the limitations of Government control resulting there- 
from, there is a danger that China may become the 
future centre of illicit manufacture from which drugs will 
be poured not only into China herself but also into Europe 
and America. Fortunately the session of the Advisory 
Gommittee showed that the Chinese delegate as well 
as the other members of the Committee were fully 
aware of this danger. The Chinese delegate frankly 
admitted the gravity of the situation and stated that 
his Government had decided to conduct an enquiry into 
the activities of clandestine factories in China and 
that in the light of those findings, a comprehensive 
plan would be worked out for the suppression of the 
production, sale, and consumption of opium and nar- 
cotics. The League, governments, and private inter- 
national organisations will watch with anxiety what 
action the Chinese Government will take in order to 
carry out its plan. 


“The League’s Opium Advisory Committee decided 
to set up a standing Sub-Committee for the purpose 
of considering the means of promoting close collabora- 
tion between China and the Powers in the field of 
opium and narcotics. The setting up of this Com- 
mittee, which will deal exclusively with the situation 
in China, indicates that the Advisory Committee is 
determined to take up the matter with energy. 


“Missions have every reason to pay the closest 
attention to the drug situation in China. If the illicit 
manufacture of drugs is allowed to go on, incalculable 
harm will be done to the Chinese people and to the 
spreading of the Gospel.” 


Report of League of Nations on 
Trafic in Women and Children in the East 


“In continuation of the important enquiry which 
in 1924-26 had been made in Europe, the Mediterran 
Basin and the Americas concerning traffic in wom 
and children, the League sent out a commission of 


experts to study the same question in the East. The 
Commission travelled from the autumn of 1930 to the 
spring of 1932 visiting Japan, China, Hongkong, Macao, 
the Philippine Islands, Indo-China, Netherlands East 
Indies, Straits Settlements, the Federated and Non- 
Federated Malay States, Siam, India, Ceylon, Persia, 
Iraq, the territories of the Levant under French man- 
date and Palestine. It consisted of three experts: 
Mr. Bascom Johnson (America), Chairman, Dr. Alma 
Sundquist (Sweden) and Mr. Karol Pindor (Poland). 


“The report of the Commission“ which was pub- 
lished some months ago is of the greatest importance 
to all who are concerned with the problem of traffic 
in women and children in Asia. Its value is hardly 
diminished by the limitation of the Commission to the 
international aspect of the problem. 


Some of the essential facts which the report 
discloses. 


„1. There is an international traffic in oriental 
women and girls in the Near, Middle and Far East 
involving a large number of victims. 


“9 The largest number of such victims are Chi- 
nese women; next in number follow women of Japanese 
nationality (Japanese, Koreans and Formosans) ; traffic 
in occidental women to the East has markedly de- 
creased in recent years, so that at present there are 
very few occidental prostitutes in the East. 


“8. The Russian refugees in China represent a 
grave problem. Considerable numbers of Russian 
women have become victims of the traffic in one form 
or another in Manchuria and Northern China, some 
under most distressing conditions. 


“4. In general the traffic follows the emigration 
of men of the same nationality, the prostitutes being 
offered as a rule only to men of their own race. 


“5. While in the Occident girls go off with 
traffickers without the knowledge or consent of their 
parents, in the Orient it is generally the parents who 
are primarily responsible because they have entrusted 
the guardianship of the child to strangers or even 
knowingly given the girl to prostitution in exchange for 
material advantages. 


“The Report makes the following suggestions for 
international action against the traffic: 


1. “The appointment of central authorities for 
the suppression of the traffic in China and Persia—they 
exist already in other countries—and the more thoreugh 
eollaboration and exchange of information by such 
authorities throughout the East. 


2. “The appointment of more women officials. 


3. “A number of suggestions are made concerning 
traffic in Chinese women which presents the greatest 
difficulties to international efforts to prevent it. Two 
suggestions are of particular importance: 


*League: Commission of Enquiry into Traffic in Women 
and Children in the East. Report to the Council 
529 pp., 16s/-d. or $4.00. A good summary has 
been So by the Association for Moral and 
Social Hygiene, Livingstone House, Broadway, 

Westminster, London S.W. 1. 1s/-d. 
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(a) closer co-operation between the Chinese officials 
and the authorities of the foreign settlements in China, 
particularly at Shanghai. 


(b) closer co-operation between the police authori- 
ties of Hongkong, Macao and Canton, these ports being 
of strategic importance for the traffic in question, 


4. “Preventive work with Russian women in the 
Far East. The Report points in particular to the 


opportunity for private organisations to help in this 
work. 


5. “Abolition of Brothels. This is the most im- 


portant suggestion of the report. We quote a passage 
from it: 


“Taking all considerations into account, the Com- 
mission holds that the principal factor in promotion of 
international traffic in women in the East is the brothe! 
and the chain of brothels which are at the disposal of 
the trafficker, particularly the brothel in the place of 
destination of the victim. The most effective remedy 
against the evil, therefore, is in the Commission's 
opinion the abolition of licensed or recognised 
in the countries concerned.” 


6. “Collaboration of authorities with missions and 
private organisations. The report emphasises the 
unique position of missionaries as helpers in com- 
batting the traffic, since they are in closest touch with 


the population and reside in all part of the countries 
concerned. 


“The report was examined in a prelimary way in 
a joint session of the Traffic in Women and Children 
Committee and the Child Welfare Committee of the 
League. The full discussion was postponed unt! 
next year in order to give time for a proper study of 
the report. In compliance with a request of the 
Council it was decided to invite the central organs of 
missions and of private international or national 
organisations to study the report and submit written 
suggestions to the League. Concerning missionary 
organizations, the invitation was extended to: Congre- 
gation of Propaganda, Rome; I. M. C. Department of 
Social and Industrial Research, Geneva; Salvation 
Army, London; Y.M.C.A. and Y.W.C.A. Geneva. 


The Canadian Mission Press—Chengtu 
Extracts from a letter of R. O. Jolliffe to the NC. C. 


Let me thank you for the copy of the World's 
Week of Prayer Program. It is already in the Press 
and possibly for the first time, will reach the whole 
province by the date specified. 


The generous gestures on the part of members of 
the N.C.C. staff in sending us the program and, last 
year, in sending us the New Year Tracts for re- 
printing, are appreciated not only by ourselves, but 
by the workers in the whole of this province. The 
tracts were immediately reprinted and distributed—in 
all, over two hundred thousand—to people exceedingly 
delighted to receive them. May I venture not only to 
thank you for past favours, but to ask that you con- 
tinue the good work of letting us have such copies of 
the MSS. put out by the N.C.C. and allowing us the 
liberty of re-printing. 


Friday, December 15, 1938 


As a Literature Department of our church here, 
with a Press which has been established for nearly 
forty years, we hold the unique position of serving all 
the Missions and Churches of West China. The 
isolation of Szechwan and the difficulty of receiving 
second class matter from down-river in reasonable 
time, would in any case make the province largely 
dependent upon us for their supplies of Christian 
Literature. Last year we put out over four million 
tracts in the province, almost all of which, with the 


exception of the N.C.C. contribution, were prepared 
locally. 


It may, perhaps seem out of place for a denomina- 
tional institution to suggest to you that we might 
continue to have the privilege of re-printing your 
literature, but we feel that you are more than a Tract 
Society—you are an organisation which belongs to us 
all; national rather than local in your scope and view- 
point, and that any mean which would further the 
advancement of the Kingdom of God throughout the 
land would be of special interest to you. It is scarcely 
necessary for us to mention that all the literature we 
put out is a loss to us financially. 


May I refer in this connection, to the splendid 
material recently issued by your Home Week Depart- 
ment. We have special interest in this as Mrs. Kitchen, 
a member of our staff and the wife of the English 
Secretary of our Literature Department, made the 
drawings for the Home Week pictures. A peculiar 
situation arose through this which revealed to us some 
of the possibilities of working in more closely with 
you. Mrs. Fisher kindly sent Mrs. Kitchen by letter 
post samples of the Home Week Literature as soon as 
it came off the Press. We immediately saw the pos- 
sibilities in its use but realized that this splendid 
literature was three or four months away in point of 
time, and that the moral impetus which had been given 
to us by the promise of “Home Week and by the 
observance of it on a national scale would be largely 
lost if some definite plans were not made to provide 
literature for the dates indicated in the announcement. 
We therefore prepared a list, in Chinese and English, 
of the literature you had available in Shanghai (includ- 
ing also all topics and sub-topics as outlined in the 
booklets) and sent this to all the workers in West 
China. We also took the liberty of re-printing four 


of the handbills and the Home Week Song—music and 
words. 


The response to this advertisement of your Home 
Week material is both encouraging and pathetic— 
encouraging in that so many are anxious for it; 
pathetic in that all that can be offered is a skeleton of 
the real material and an injunction to buy from 
Shanghai. One educational workers, thinking that all 
the Home Week material we advertised was on our 
shelves, reported that the students had raised some 
hundreds of dollars through concerts, and had now 
decided upon the project of using the money to put 
the Home Week material in every house on a long 
street—a street upon which the students had last year 
given decided assistance to a number of families and 
so would be welcome. 
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This is but one instance of the enthusiastic 
response given to our announcement. It might, of 
course, be asked why the programme could not be 
carried out at some later date as well as on the days 
of the week set by the N.C.C. I am sure no explana- 
tion is needed for students of human nature as keen 
as yourselves to understand that a national movement 
on a wide scale engenders a moral enthusiasm which 
makes it possible to carry through projects that would 


be impossible at another time or under other circum- 
stances. 


In this connection what should be our plans for 
next year? Certainly we must try to capitalize on the 
moral enthusiasm created by the consciousness that 
we are in a nation-wide movement and, should we be 
able to get material from you to print, our difficulties 
would be largely solved. It seems out of place that 
our Literature Department here should be compelled 
to take up the work of preparing Home Week Material 
in order to meet the situation. We can do so, but it 
would be duplicating work, something questionable in 
itself, and the product we would put out could scarcely 
be expected to equal yours with your large group of 
able contributors. 

A somewhat similar question also arises in con- 
nection with the preparation of Sunday School lessons. 
Should we, a group of missionaries in Szechwan, and 
a group of missionaries in other provinces, be doing 
the same work without any reference to one another? 
I does not seem right to us; yet we are conscious of 
a definite responsibility for supplying nearly twenty 
thousand sheets a week to the Sunday Schools of 
Szechwan, and until we are allowed to cooperate with 
other groups of missionaries in the production of the 


lessons it will be impossible for us to avoid duplication 
of effort. 


We do feel that the N.C.C. is working for China 
as a whole and with the interests of the Kingdom of 
God as your one aim. We caught something of the 
broadminded position taken by Dr. Cheng, Miss Kuan, 
Mr. Sun and Miss Stallings when they were with us 
two years ago and rendered such splendid service. 
Our aim is one with yours in attempting to conform to 
the needs of the work, in no narrow grooves, and we 
would consider those our friends indeed who, if they 
see narrow trends within our work, should point them 
out to us. Moreover, we are anxious to work in with 
you in the production and preparation of Christian 
Literature in Szechwan to use the Press here and our 
literature in the fullest measure of cooperation with 


bodies like your own, who represent in a large way 
the Christian Movement of all China. 


May I add another word on the problem of 
literature, and this applies to the Church Literature 
organisations in all China, as well as to ourselves. 
My personal experience with Christian Literature 
organisations in all China, has led me to feel that the 
material produced by the Literature Boards or Depart- 
ments connected with church organisations have a 
relevance to the problems of the church and of society 
—and a special value, which the publications of inde- 
pendent Societies do not possess. This is not to 


undervalue the large contribution made by the inde- 
pendent Societies, but the church Societies, composed 
as a rule of Chinese and missionaries appointed by 
church bodies, constantly under supervision of the 
church and producing material to meet certain concrete 
situations, do in fact put out literature that has a 
greater measure of vitality and adaptability than 
would be possible were these agencies independent of 
definite church contacts and responsibilities. Again, 
there seems to be no easy means of linking up the 
Literature Boards of the various bodies. It is difficult 
even to secure their literature. Is there any means by 
which at least all the bodies participating in the N.C.C. 
could arrange for a mutual interchange of samples of 
all their output, or for some central agency which 
would handle their productions? 


Moreover, do not these church institutions mark 
the area of literature development which should now 
receive special attention from bodies such as the 
N. C. C. for will it not be from these church organisa- 
tions that the Christian writers and the Christian 
Literature of China will ultimately be forthcoming? 
Not that these institutions should be standardized or 
converted into one large merger—that would strangle 
their efforte—but could not they, without entangle- 


ments, be studied and encouraged and have suggested 
tasks offered to them? 


A Change of Address 


After April 1, 1934, the Missions Building will 


become No. 169 Yuen Ming Yuen Road, instead of 
No. 23 as at present. 


Week of Evangelism Tracts 

Sets of tracts for the 1934 Week of Evangelism 
are now available, two series of eight each, based on 
the Beatitudes. The shorter, simpler set for rural 
churches is priced at two cents per set, postpaid; the 
longer set for city churches at four cents per set, 
postpaid, from the Kwang Hsueh Publishing House, 
140 Peking Road. Orders for 100 or more sets at a 
time, addressed to the N.C.C., are subject to twenty 
per cent discount. 


Dean Mathews in China 


Dr. Shailer Mathews, for twenty-five years Dean 
of the Divinity School of the University of Chicago, 
President of the Federal Council of the Churches of 
Christ in America from 1912 to 1916, and of the 
Northern Baptist Convention in 1915, author of over 
a score of books in the field of the Christian religion 
and its practice, touched China briefly in October. On 
October 18th with Mrs. Mathews he visited the Univer- 
sity of Shanghai speaking twice, and on the evening 
of the 20th was guest of honor with a gathering of 
Christian leaders at the Chinese Y.M.C.A. in the French 
Concession, speaking on “Religion and Nationalism.” 
Dr. Mathews is the University of Chicago Barrows 
Lecturer to India for 1933-34 and will deliver a series 
of lectures on Christianity in four cities, Rangoon, 
Calcutta, Madras and Bombay. As a trustee of the 
Church Peace Union since 1914 he is keenly interested 
in the preparations for the World Congress on Peace 
through Religion to be held in the not distant future. 
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The Religious Education Fellowship Bulletin 


The Religious Education Fellowship Bulletin has 
grown up to meet the needs of the Chinese and 
missionary members of the Religious Education 
Fellowship. At present these number close to five 
hundred, and each week brings new accessions. Their 
fields of work are many and varied. Bishops, Synod 
secretaries, Y.M.C.A. secretaries, student workers, 
teachers in seminaries, colleges and middle schools, 
rural workers, local workers in Sunday Schools or 
churches—these and other types are represented in 
our list of Fellowship members. The cause that 
binds them into one fellowship is the search for new 
and better methods for leading growing persons into 
their religious heritage. 


Special items of interest in the current issue are: 
Challenges to Religious Education (Notes from a 


The Perg of Regional Conf 

rpose erences Sponsored 
the N.C.C.R.E. 
Preparations for Dean Weigle's Visit 


Suggestions for a Training Institute for Children’s 
Workers 


Standard for an Improved Sunday School (Report of 


a Group) 
Textbocks and Service Projects for Young People 
(A Report) 
The Evolution of a Religious Educator (Letter from 
a young Chinese man) 
Teacher Training in Luchowfu 
New Books from the I. W. C. A. Editorial Department 
(Reviews) | 
While speaking of it as one Bulletin, it is issued 
in both English and Chinese in the autumn and spring 
of each year. Neither is an exact replica of the other, 
although both follow the same main lines. One large 
section of the Bulletin is given to “News from Members 
and Member Organizations.” Some of this news comes 
in Chinese and some in English. Items of special 
interest are translated from one language to the other; 
some items are put in the one Bulletin without 
translation for the other. 


The “Standard for an Improved Sunday School” 
was worked out originally in Chinese by a group of 
six Chinese and four foreign workers at the Anhwei- 
Kiangsi Regional Conference, July 1933. As letters 
came in this fall asking to know what new material 
was available for a graded Sunday School, this docu- 
ment was translated into English and put into both 
Bulletins in answer to this question. The same thing 
was done with “Textbooks and Service Projects for 
Young People” to which the “Standard for an Improved 
Sunday School” refers. 


Extra copies of the English may be had for ten 
cents from the N. C. C. Extra copies of the Chinese are 
five cents each, 


Contents of November issue—China for Christ Bulletin 
No. 140 


A Prayer of Thanksgiving 

The Meaning of the Thanksgiving Festival—F. L. Chang 
Announcement and Topics of Universal Week of Prayer 
Answers to Questions—Dr. Stanley Jones 
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First National Convention of the Methodist Church (former 
Wesleyan and United Methodists) 

All Saints’ Church, Shanghai 

Men and Missions Sunday 

Summer Conference at Aurora, New York 

Dr. Y. Y. Tsu joins N.C.C. Staff 

China Church Year Book 

General Assembly of the Church of Christ in China 

Home Movement Week observed at Wushing, Chekiang 

Notes from the Commission on Program and Cooperation 

The N.C.C, Executive Committee Meeting 

Materials for the Thanksgiving Festival 

Program of the Universal Week of Prayer 


F. FTM. Supplement 


How can the F. V. M. dwindle down?—Chen Shun Yuan 
Rural Work in Lungsan, Shantung—Li Yuan-ling 


Rural Institute in the South Yangtze district—Sen Ah-lung 
Hangchow F.Y.M. Retreat 


1934 F.Y.M. Calendar published 
Flood and Famine Relief Financial Report (continued) 


Publication List 


A new price list revised to date showing publica- 
tions prepared by or for ti N.C.C. and on sale (retail) 
by the Kwang Hsueh Publishing House, 140 Peking 
Road, or Christian Literature Society, 19 Museum 
Road, and (wholesale) by the N.C.C. will be available 
(post free) in December on application to the Publica- 
tion Department of the N.C.C. Some earlier publica- 
tions are being newly offered at clearance rates so long 
as the present stock lasts. 


Notes and Comments 
United Missionary Conferences 


The series of Conferences in which Bishop Roots, 
Dr. Wu Yi-fang, and Dr. Herman Liu are taking part, 
along with Dr. Stanley Jones, Dr. Charles R. Watson, 
of Cairo, and Miss Lillian Picken, of India, began on 
September 28th and will end on December 15th. 
Practically all of the American Boards of Foreign 
Missions are participating. The object of the con- 
ferences is stated as being: 


“To cooperate with the local churches and all 
other Christian agencies in presenting anew our own 
and the world’s need of Christ; the wealth of our 
resources for life in Him; and the call of God and the 
challenge of the present world situation for the con- 
tinued development of foreign missions.” 


Foreign Missions Exhibit 


“In the interdenominational room of the Hall of 
Religion at the Century of Progress Exposition in 
Chicago there was a foreign missions exhibit financed 
by thirteen Boards. It is reported that 25,000 poeple 
passed daily through the Hall of Religion.” 


“While the exhibition as not a large one, it was in 
keeping in size and make-up with the other exhibits in 
that room so that a very distinctly harmonious atmos- 
phere prevailed in the development of this inter- 
denominational room. Many of those who had op- 
portunity to visit the room have commented on this 
value that they found there, Hostesses were in charg? 
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jointly of the Home and Foreign Missions exhibits 
every day and had innumerable opportunities to answer 
questions and give information regarding both of these 
phases of mission work.” 


Fifth Annual Cornell School for Missionaries will be 
held at Cornell University January 23-February 17, 
1934. There is no tuition charge, the only expense 
being the cost of living. 


Mr. Kenneth Maclennan, secretary of the Con- 
ference of British Missionary Societies, arrives in 
China on the 27th of Febfuary, via the “Empress of 
Canada.” He will proceed at once to Hong Kong, 
returning to Shanghai about March 24th. On his way 
North he expects to visit Swatow, Amoy, and Chang- 
chow. He plans to be in Shanghai about ten days, 
thereafter proceeding to Nanking, Hankow, Peiping, 
Tsangchow and Tsinan. 


His main object is to see as much as possible of 
the background of Christian work in China. He does 
not care for engagements of a public nature, preferring 
to see a few key individuals and to meet a few carefully 
selected groups. | 


World Day of Prayer. The next observance of the 
World Day of Prayer will be February 16, 1934, when 
the women of more than fifty countries will unite in 
prayer for peace; peace of God in the heart, in the 
home, in the land in which we dwell; peace in the 
Church of Christ, peace among the nations of the 
world and in the new Jerusalem. 


This continuous service of prayer will begin in 
the Fiji Islands and continue around the world for a 
period of approximately forty hours, ending with an 
evening service for young people in Honolulu. 


—Forcign Missions Conference Bulletin 
October 10, 1933. 


Memorial to Dr. Hodgkin 


An influential committee in England is sponsoring 
an appeal for £5000 as a memorial to the late Henry 
T. Hodgkin, which will provide a capital sum to serve 
as an endowment for the West China Union University 
at Chengtu to be offered to the University without 
conditions. The list of contributions will be com- 
municated to Mrs. Hodgkin and to the Senate of the 
University, but amounts given by individuals will not 
be published. The Hon. Treasurer is Harold J. 
Morland, Edinburgh House, 2 Eaton Gate, London, 
S. W. 1. 


The N. C. C. will be glad to serve as an agent of 
transmission for any in China who desire to send con- 
tributions for this purpose and to whom direct re- 
mittances to England are inconvenient. . 


The Financial Position 


The N. C. C. must again ask the self-sacrificing 
financial support of its friends. The Council will 
require $7,000 more in gifts in China by March 3lst 
to meet all its obligations for the current fiscal year. 
Contributions from mission organizations, which 
amounted to 335,674.38 in 1931-32, fell to $29,805.54 
last year, and not more than $25,000 is to be expected 
this year. Some societies have cut their appropria- 
tions, others have dropped out entirely and the 
exchange situation has reduced the amounts realized 
from gifts in foreign currencies below the figures 
budgeted at the Biennial Meeting in May. Substantial 
personal gifts from abroad have been withdrawn. 


To meet this emergency and to permit a substantial 
reduction in the budget, it has been determined to 
reduce the clerical staff of the Council by three, and 
to make other cuts in expenses to a total of $6,000. 
The secretaries have voted a voluntary contribution 
from their own salaries of 5% effective from November 
Ist. This will mean a contribution to the Council of 
$715 from this source. This leaves a balance of over 
$6,000 still to be raised in China in the next four 
months, out of a total budget of $66,900. 


Over one hundred missionary friends heeded the 
appeal printed in the Bunt last December and sent 
contributions ranging from $1.00 to $100 (average $10) 
without waiting for personal letters of appeal. It is 
hoped that in spite of more limited resources this year, 
on account of unfavorable exchange and salary cuts, 
an even larger number will be led to express their 
loyalty to the ideals for which the Council stands in 
substantial financial support to the work which it is 
carrying on in behalf of all. Contributions should be 
made payable to the National Christian Council and 
addressed to 23 Yuen Ming Yuen Road. 


Dates of Future Meetings 


Jan. 3-5 Foreign Missions Conference of North 
America. 


16-18 C.C.E.A. Reorganization. 
19-21 Council on Higher Education. 
20-27 National Convention, Y.M.C.A. of China. 


26-28 Joint meeting East China Missions of 
A.- B. F. M. S. and 8.B.C. 


29-31 N. C. C. R. E. Executive Board. 


Feb.-Mar. Year Movement Conferences in Central 
na. 
April 17-18 Executive Committee, National Christian 
Council. 
20 General Synod of Chung Hwa Sheng Kung 
Hui, Wuhu 


24ff. East of Asia Conference, Methodist Episcopal 
Church, Nanking. 


June July Five Year Movement Conferences — East 
China. 

July East China Regional Conference sponsored by 
N. C. C. R. E. 

Oet. Nov Five Year Movement Conferences North 


China. 
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